





in the general education classroom and with special education staff who work with them to
reach their potential.

Instructional Technology

Instructional Technology is integrated into the curriculum to address different learning styles, to
provide access to a wide array of information, and to encourage real-world application of
academic content and skills. All elementary and secondary schools in Royal Oak have
excellent media centers and support staff who are trained in applications of multi-media
materials and technology.

The School District of the City of Royal Oak is dedicated to providing appropriate interventions
to students are who deemed at need for such instruction. We use the Response to Intervention
model to screen all students and then provide interventions when necessary. Furthermore, we
are engaged in continual progress monitoring to gain feedback on whether our interventions are
working for each student. Our strong Instructional Technology and Curriculum Team allows us
to use some of the following programs to aid in this process: Pearson Successmaker,
AIMSWeb, E2020, Scientific Learning’s Fastword, Pearson Waterford, Lexia.

Assessment

The District's Instruction Office maintains a prescribed assessment program to monitor the
progress of individual students as well as the effectiveness of our instructional programs.

The Stanford Achievement Test is a norm-referenced test that indicates individual student
progress every year students in grades one through ten. The Michigan Education Assessment
Program (MEAP) is administered in the four core content areas of English Language Arts
(ELA), Math, Science, and Social Studies. ELA and Math MEAP tests are administered in
grades three through eight. The Science MEAP is administered in grades five and eight. The
Social Studies MEAP is administered in grades six and nine. In accordance with new state law,
the high school assessment has been changed to the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) in
conjunction with the ACT. The MME/ACT is administered in the Spring of each year to students
in eleventh grade and also covers all four core content areas.

For the 2007-2008 academic year, the District has again scored above the state and county
averages in all areas of the MEAP, administered in grades 3-9 and the MME, administered in
Grade 11.

Classroom and Common Assessments are administered to check student achievement and to
guide instructional decision-making. A formal system has been put in place to manage and
communication all assessment data and associated information.

Communication

Communication between home and school has never been more important. We have multiple
ways to stay connected. All staff members are reachable via telephone or email. Parent-
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Teacher Conferences are scheduled in the Fall and Spring. Each school presents an
informational Curriculum Night at the beginning of the school year to acclimate families to the
school and its offering. Many staff members now keep updated classroom websites or blogs
where students and parents can go for the latest information. This is also where families can go
for direction to classroom enrichment opportunities. Royal Oak Schools is pleased to provide
parents with online access to student information regarding academic progress, grades, and
daily attendance using Pinnacle Internet Viewer.  All of our elementary and secondary schools
use Pinnacle, and Royal Oak Middle School and Royal Oak High School both are using the
Internet Viewer to assist in communication with students and parents.

We believe all students can and will learn and effective teaching makes a positive difference in
their learning. Effective instruction includes mentoring and partnerships with exemplary
businesses and community resources. We are convinced that success for all students must
include all the resources of the community plus all the energy of parents, students and staff
alike. It has been a productive year of challenge and growth.

In Appreciation

The preparation of this report could not have been accomplished without the commitment and
dedication of a fine Business Office staff. Special commendation is extended to the Finance
Department and the professional auditing staff of Yeo & Yeo for their desire to produce a report
that qualifies for the Certificate of Excellence Award.

This School District is highly committed to a program of excellence. A dedicated Board of
Education has adopted sound policies that facilitate the continued growth and improvement of
the total school program.

In addition, there is a wide, all-encompassing array of support provided by parents, students,
employees, citizens, civic organizations and hundreds of volunteers, which enables the District
to achieve high goals.

For this continued support, we are most grateful!

Respectfully submitted,

e T sl

Dr. Thomas L. Moliné G. Anders Linell
Executive Director, Business & Technology Services
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School District of the City of Royal Oak

Members of the Board of Education and Principal Officials

June 30, 2008

Gary Briggs
Michael Hartman
Kevin McLogan
Daniel Champagne
Christine Hartwig
Deborah Anderson
Lisa Bradford

Dr. Thomas L. Moline
Cheryl Goodgine

G. Anders Linell
John R. Schwartz
Carol Hansen

Board of Education

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Administration

Superintendent of Schools

Executive Director, Administrative Services

Executive Director, Business and Technology Services
Executive Director, Business and Personnel Services
Executive Director, Student Services

Board of Education Regular Meetings: Second and fourth Thursday of each month

Accreditation:
North Central Association
University of Michigan
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